WASHI NGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
45610

Specification for the C ass of

HORTI CULTURE | NSPECTOR
Abolished Initially Effective January 13, 2006
Abolished Final Effective February 10, 2006

Definition: Inspects fresh fruits and/or vegetables according to
standards of quality, condition, size, pack and other factors as
established by state and federal |aws and/or regul ati ons and
certifies conpliance or non-conpliance. Enforces state |aws and
regul ations related to fresh fruits and/ or vegetables. Certifies
conpliance wth export regulations and foreign country
phytosanitary requirenments, including treatnment of product.
Grades raw product(s) for processing under contract
specification’s, federal or state grading standards, or a

conbi nation of the two. Provides information to producers,
packers, and other financially interested parties as to: (a)
quality/condition of the product, (b) interpretation of grading
standards, regulations, and inspection procedures, and, (c)
options or alternatives for correction of non-conplying |ots of
product (s).

Di stingui shing Characteristics: Enployees in this class are
fully qualified, journey-level horticulture inspectors, working
under general limted supervision inspecting and certifying
assigned horticultural commobdities within a horticulture
district.

Typi cal Wbrk

Sel ects and inspects sanples of fresh fruits and/ or vegetabl es at
shi pping points; inspects for a wwde variety of quality factors
such as, color, blem shes, shape, nechani cal danage, and evi dence
of insect and/or disease; inspects for condition of product as to
factors of maturity/firmess/freshness, presence and degree of

| atent condition defects occurring subsequent to grading and
packi ng; inspects for proper sizing of product, tightness and/or
fill of pack, and correct |abeling as required by grade
standards; determ nes grade(s), classification(s), or percentages
of usable stock of raw product for processing;

Supervi ses fum gation’s or other treatnents for control of insect
i nfestation and nakes appropriate certification;
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| ssues federal -state certificates, state certificates, shipping
docunents and ot her cl earance docunents for domestic and foreign
destinations, detailed inspection notesheets of sanples

i nspected, federal phytosanitary certificates, (when properly
Iicensed) and state phytosanitary certificates declaring presence
or absence of pests and di sease. |Issues notices on non-conplying
product (s) and takes regul atory actions as necessary; 1|ssues
certificates indicating quality |evels or percentages of

mar ket abl e stock for paynent to the producer by the buyer or
processor;

Assists in inspection, grading, and certification of native and
non-native fruits and/ or vegetables at receiving points; perforns
pl atforminspections of horticultural comodities to be put into
storage; makes platforminspections of fruits and/or vegetabl es
for paynment to producer by the processor;

Instructs, trains, and provi des oversi ght of entrance-|evel
horticul ture inspectors and trainees;

Cal cul ates fees on inspection docunents; cal cul ates and col |l ects
i nspection fees and assessnents for comodity comm ssions from

i ncidental inspection applicants such as growers, truckers, and
ot hers not having established a credit account.

Wites other reports concerning his/her inspections, as
necessary;

Perfornms other work as required.

Know edge and Abilities

Know edge of: Washington fruit and vegetabl e products; fruit and
veget abl e i nspection techni ques, procedures, and practices;
Federal Shipping Point Handbook(s), commodity handbooks, witten
i nspection nmenoranda and instructions, visual aides, and ot her
state, federal, and foreign regul ati ons governi ng inspection,
gradi ng, quarantine, and certification of products inspected,;
depart nent standards and procedures for enforcenent of fresh
fruit and/ or vegetabl e regul ati ons, Washi ngton | aws and
regul ati ons governing control |l ed at nosphere storage; nethods and
practices used in harvesting, shipping, and nmarketing of fresh
fruit and/ or vegetable commodities.

Abilities: understand and foll ow procedures and practices which
have been devel oped; withstand trade pressures; interpret and
apply grade standards and inspection procedures clearly and
convincingly explain to the inspection applicants or to other
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i nterested persons; deal tactfully and conpetently wth nmenbers
of the trade; train, instruct, and check work of entrance-|evel
horticulture inspectors; interpret, explain, and apply state and
federal fruit and/or vegetable regul ations; enforce horticul tural
| aws, using mature judgnment and product know edge; wite and
speak clearly, concisely, accurately, and informatively; lift and
handl e customary packages of products, e.g., apples in

approxi mately 50 pound containers and potatoes in approximtely
100 pound sacks; distinguish color variations.

M ni mum Qual i fications

One year of experience as a Horticulture Inspector Trainee or
equi val ent.

Note: A valid license issued by the United States Departnent of
Agriculture to inspect horticultural products is required prior
to appointnent to this class. A valid |license to operate a notor
vehicle in Washington State is required. Positions require the
lifting of packaged commodities which nmay weigh up to 100 pounds.
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