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Specification for the C ass of

HORTI CULTURE | NSPECTI OR TRAI NEE
Abolished Initially Effective January 13, 2006
Abolished Final Effective February 10, 2006

Definition: In a training capacity, inspects fresh fruits and/or
veget abl es according to standards of quality, condition, size,
pack and other factors as established by state and federal |aws
and/or regulations and certifies conpliance or non-conpliance.
Enforces state laws and regulations related to fresh fruits
and/ or vegetables. Under close supervision, on a limted basis,
certifies conpliance with export regulations and foreign country
phytosanitary requirenments. G ades raw product(s) for processing
under contract specifications, federal or state grading
standards, or a conbination of the two. My provide information
to producers, packers, and other financially interested parties
as to: (a) quality/condition of the product, (b) interpretation
of grading standards, regulations, and inspection procedures, and
(c) options or alternatives for correction of non-conplying lots
of product(s).

Di stingui shing Characteristics: Enployees in this class work
under cl ose supervision of experienced Horticulture |Inspectors
and Senior Horticulture Inspectors while |earning inspection

t echni ques and applications of grade standards, procedures, and
regul ations. Upon successful conpletion of a one-year training
peri od, enployees automatically advance to Horticulture

| nspector.

Typi cal Wor k

Sel ects and i nspects sanples of fresh fruits and/ or vegetabl es at
shi pping points; inspects for a wide variety of quality factors
such as, color

Know edge and Abilities

Basi ¢ knowl edge acquired through the training period of: job-
assi gned Washington fruit and vegetabl e products; fruit and
veget abl e i nspection techni ques, procedures, and practices;
Federal Shi ppi ng Poi nt Handbook(s), comdity handbooks, written
i nspection nmenoranda and instructions, visual aides, and other
state, federal, and foreign regul ati ons governi ng inspection,
gradi ng, quarantine, and certification of products inspected,;
departnment standards and procedures for enforcenent of fresh
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fruit ad/or vegetable regul ations; nethods and practices used in
harvesting, shipping, and marketing of fresh fruit and/or
veget abl e commodi ti es.

Abilities: |earn, understand, and foll ow procedures and

practi ces which have been devel oped; w thstand trade pressures;
learn, interpret, and apply grade standards, inspection
procedures, state and federal fruit and/ or vegetable | aws and
regul ations; clearly explain the fundanental s of grading
standards and procedures to inspection applicants; deal tactfully
and conpetently with nenbers of the trade; enforce horticul tural
| aws, using judgnent and product know edge; wite and speak
clearly, concisely, accurately, and informatively; lift and
handl e customary packages of products, e.g., apples in

approxi mately 50 pound contai ners and potatoes in approximtely
100 pound sacks; distinguish color variations.

M ni mum Qual i fications

Graduation from high school or GED

Note: Licensing by the United States Departnent of Agriculture
to inspect coomodity to which assigned is required within 30 days
of appointnent to this class. A valid license to operate a notor
vehicle in Washington State is required. Positions require the
lifting of packaged conmodities which ay weigh up to 100 pounds.
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